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Alaska Regional Response Team 

Meeting Summary 

Noel Wien Public Library 
Fairbanks, AK 
May 21, 2014 

 

Meeting Summary 
 
Members Present: 
Mark Everett, USCG Co-Chair 
Chris Field, USEPA Co-Chair 
Pamela Bergmann, USDOI 
Sam Carlson, USDA-USFS 
John Whitney, USDOC-NOAA (alt. member) 
Joe Sarcone, USDHHS-ATSDR 
 
Members Participating by phone: 
Robert Mearkle, USDOS 
Doug Helton, NOAA 
Brian Swanson, USGSA 

 
The meeting opened with introductions of the Alaska Regional Response Team (ARRT) members and 
other meeting attendees, including those participating via teleconference.    Mr. Everett provided an 
overview of recent actions since the last ARRT meeting.  He highlighted recent work on the logistics 
planning for a Spill of National Significance (SONS) on the arctic region (see links below).  

Ms. Kelly McFarlin, a PhD student at the University of Alaska Fairbanks presented on her research on the 
biodegradation and toxicity of chemically dispersed oil.  Her presentation is not available for public 
release, however; two papers associated with her presentation are available (see links below). 

CAPT Dan Travers (USCG) updated the ARRT on the progress of the Dispersants Working Group. The 
plan has been submitted to the Services (USFWS/NMFS) for consultation in accordance with Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act.  The dispersant use guidelines are expected to be completed by fall of 2014. 

CDR Ben Hawkins (USCG, FOSC – Prince William Sound) provided an overview of the upcoming 
Prince William Sound SeaRiver Exercise scheduled for September 16-18, 2014.  This will be 56-hour 
exercise to be held in Valdez, AK. (see links below) 

Ms. Marcia Combes (EPA, ARRT Liaison) offered an update on the ESA Consultation Working Group. 
The Biological Assessment, which will incorporate the proposed dispersant use plan, has been submitted 
to the Services. The USFWS has requested additional information. A request for additional information 
was received from USFWS, and one is also expected from NMFS.  She anticipates that the Biological 
Opinions will be complete and required modifications incorporated to the Unified Plan by fall 2014. 
Consultation with NMFS regarding Essential Fish Habitat is underway, in accordance with the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Management Act. 

Ms. Combes also updated the ARRT on activities of the Science and Technology Committee (STC). The 
STC has been reestablished. Among the recent tasks of the committee, they addressed a number of 
comments on the Dispersant Use Plan and have completed a new STC charter. 
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Mr. Chris Field offered some thoughts and observations on the ARRT role in a Stafford Act response.  In 
April 2014, the Alaska Shield exercise was held and the ARRT was activated.  EPA staff is currently 
working to compile and address lessons learned from their involvement in Alaska Shield. Mr. Field 
addressed some of these issues and addressed the differences in response between an OPA response and 
Stafford Act response. 

Mr. Nick Knowles updated the ARRT on the status of revisions to the Interior Subarea Contingency Plan.  
The plan expected to go out for public review and be completed this summer. 

Mr. Jason Lehto (NOAA Fisheries) gave a presentation on the Assessment of Marine Oil Spill Risk and 
Environmental Vulnerability for the State of Alaska.  The analysis is expected to be completed in 
August/September 2014.  He reviewed the elements of the assessment: oil spill probabilities and 
environmental vulnerability (see link below).  

LT Matthew Mitchell (USCG) presented on recent activities of Sector Anchorage in preparation for 
approval of Alternate Planning Criteria for non-tank vessels, and the upcoming Aleutian Islands PREP 
exercise.  The PREP exercise scenario will be an incident in Dutch Harbor, and is scheduled for 
September 2014. (see link below) 

Mr. Steve Russell (ADEC, SOSC South-Central) updated the ARRT on the status of ongoing wildfires in 
South-central Alaska at Tyonek and Funny River on the Kenai Peninsula.  He also updated the RRT on 
the status of updates to the existing Regional Stakeholder Committee (RSC) policy. On-Scene 
Coordinators engaged in this project have been in communication with ARRT members who submitted 
comments on the draft proposed policy.  The OSC Working Group continues to work on the policy. One 
of the major revisions under consideration is the relocation of policy language contained in Appendix 8 of 
Annex E of the Unified Plan, to Annex E, Appendix 2. An updated draft is expected by the end of June 
2014 for approval by the ARRT and submission for public review. 

Mr. Lee Majors presented information regarding the recent report from the National Research Council, 
entitled “Responding to Oil Spills in the U.S. Arctic Marine Environment.” (see link below). A copy of 
the full report is available at the National Academies Press website at: 
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18625. 

Ms. Pamela Bergman provided an update on activities of the Wildlife Protection Committee, the 
CANUSDIX Wildlife Response Working Group and CANUSDIX Resource Agency Working Group. 
There was no news to report on the ARRT Cultural Resources Committee (see links below).  

Mr. Knowles reported on the Tribal Standard Operating Guidance “ARRT Guidelines for Coordination 
and Consultation with Federally-recognized Tribes.” The document was finalized on April 3, 2014.  
Among the contents of this document are guidelines for how tribes can participate as members of the 
ARRT.  View the text of the SOG here:  
http://alaskarrt.org/files/ARRT%20Tribal%20Guidance%20Final%204-15-14.pdf 

Members of the public attending the meeting were invited to offer public comments. Dr. John French of 
Pegasus Environmental delivered comments. 

ARRT members were invited to offer closing comments, followed by the Co-chairs offering their closing 
comments. 
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In their closing comments, the co-chairs noted the request from the Interior Subarea Committee to have 
the In Situ Burn (ISB) Guidelines revised and expanded to include a checklist specific to ISB on inland 
waters and on land. Mr. Everett also remarked that an item that should have been noted in the status 
report of work and accomplishments since the last meeting, was the approval of the new version of the 
ARRT charter. Nine member agencies voted their support for the revisions (EPA, USCG, FEMA, 
DOC/NOAA, DOD, DOT, DHHS, USDA/USFS, and the State of Alaska).  The final draft will be signed 
by the tri-chairs, and posted to the ARRT website.   

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Links to Presentations and references: 

 

Mark Everett, USCG ARRT Co-Chair: Logistics for a Spill of National Significance:  
http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/Everett%20SONS.pdf 
Concept of Operations: 
http://alaskarrt.org/Files/Arctic%20Logistics%20CONOP%20Overview_13MAY14.pdf 

Kelly McFarlin, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Research Papers regarding toxicity and 
biodegradation of dispersed oil: 
McFarlin, K.M. et al. (2014) "Biodegradation of Dispersed Oil in Arctic Seawater at -1C." 
PLOS One., 9(1) Available at 
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0084297  
Gardiner, W.W., et al. (2013) "The Acute Toxicity of Chemically and Physically 
Dispersed Crude Oil to Key Arctic Species Under Arctic Conditions During the Open 
Water Season." Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, 32(10), 2284-2300. Abstract 
available at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23765555 

Commander Benjamin Hawkins, USCG, Marine Safety Unit Valdez.  SeaRiver Exercise: 
http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/21MAYARRT%20Sea%20River%20Presentation%20(no%20notes).pdf 

Nick Knowles, USEPA, Interior Subarea Contingency Plan update.  
http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/Interior%20SCP%20Update%20(May%202014).pdf 

Jason Lehto, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, Habitat Conservation, Restoration 
Center.  Presentation on Assessment of Marine Oil Spill Risk and Environmental Vulnerability 
for the State of Alaska:  
http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/AK%20Risk%20Analysis%20Presentation%20ARRT%20MAY
%2014.pdf 

Lieutenant Matt Mitchell, USCG, Sector Anchorage.  Alternative Compliance for Non-Tank 
Vessels, and Dutch Harbor PREP exercise:   
http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/Sector%20Anchorage%20PREPEX%202014_Brief%20Update%
2020%20May%202.pdf 
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Lee Majors, National Research Council, Responding to Oil Spills in the U.S. Arctic Marine 
Environment:   
http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/National%20Research%20Council.pdf 

Pamela Bergmann, USDOI, Wildlife Protection Committee & CanUS Dixon Entrance 
Guidelines:  http://private.alaskarrt.org/files/WPC-CRC-
Pribilof%20and%20CANUSDIX%20Guidelines--ARRT%20Brief%20May%202014.pdf 
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Alaska Regional Response Team Meeting  

AGENDA 
Noel Wien Library 

1215 Cowles St., Fairbanks, Alaska 
Teleconference: (866) 299-3188, Passcode: 907-271-1272 

May 21, 2014  
 

Note:  Time allocations are guidelines and may vary +/- 5 minutes. 
 

Time Topic Speaker 

08:30 a.m.   

(30 min) 

Arrival / Sign-In  

9:00 (15 min) Welcome / Safety Brief Nick Knowles / Cecil McNutt 

9:15 (15 min) Introductions Chris Field / Mark Everett / Tom 
DeRuyter / ARRT Members 

9:30 (15 min) Review of actions since last meeting Mark Everett 

9:45 (45 min) Biodegradation and Toxicity of Chemically 
Dispersed Oil 

Kelly McFarlin 

10:30 (15 min) Break  

10:45 (15 min) Dispersants Working Group Report-out CAPT Daniel Travers 

11:00 (30 min) SeaRiver Maritime exercise CMDR Ben Hawkins 

11:30 (90 min) Lunch (not provided)  

1:00 (30 min) Alaska Shield / Stafford Act ARRT Activations Chris Field 

1:30 (15 min) Interior Subarea Contingency Plan Update Robert Whittier / Nick Knowles 

1:45 (30 min) NOAA Oil Spill Risk Analysis Jason Lehto 

2:15 (15 min) Sector Anchorage PREP and SCP Initiatives  LT Matthew Mitchell 

2:30 (15 min)  Regional Stakeholder Committee policy update Steve Russell 

2:45 (15 min) Break  

3:00 (45 min) National Research Council Report on Arctic Drilling 
Spill Response 

Lee Majors 

3:45 (10 min) 
Cultural Resources/Wildlife Protection Committees 
Report-outs 

Pamela Bergmann  

3:55 (10 min) Tribal Standard Operating Guidance Nick Knowles 

4:05 (10 min) Endangered Species Act Working Group Report-out Marcia Combes 

4:15 (30 min) Public Comment  

4:45 (15 min) Closing Remarks Co-Chairs and Members 

5:00 pm Adjourn  

 













United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 

1689 C Street, Room 119 

Anchorage, Alaska  99501-5126 

 
9044.2d              June 25, 2014 

PEP/ANC     Via Electronic Mail  

 

Mark Everett     Mr. Chris Field 

ARRT Co-Chair    ARRT Co-Chair  

U.S. Coast Guard District 17    U.S. Environmental Protection, Region 10  

1200 Sixth Avenue    1200 Sixth Avenue 

Juneau, Alaska 99802     Seattle, Washington 90101 

 

Dear Mr. Everett and Mr. Field:   

 

This letter is in response to Mr. Nick Knowles’ June 12, 2014, email in which he provided to Alaska 

Regional Response Team (ARRT) members for their review, the draft summary of the May 21, 2014, 

ARRT meeting.  My comments are as follows: 

 

Science and Technology Committee (STC) Report by Ms. Marcia Combes: 

Page 1, Paragraph 6, last sentence, “Among the recent tasks of the committee, they addressed a 

number of comments on the Dispersant Use Plan and have completed a new STC charter.”  This 

summary needs to be revised to include (1) Ms. Combes’ additional statement that the ARRT Co-

Chairs had approved the STC Charter and that the charter would be subsequently posted on the 

ARRT web site and (2) Ms. Pamela Bergmann’s subsequent “point of order” that in accordance with 

the Article VII, Section 1 (Establishment) of the ARRT Charter, the next step for the revised STC 

Charter is submittal to the entire ARRT (not just the ARRT Co-Chairs) for review and approval.  The 

meeting summary needs to be revised to also reflect that there were no objections made, by the ARRT 

Co-Chairs or any other ARRT member, to the procedural point raised by Ms. Bergmann.    

 

Closing Comments by Mr. Everett – ARRT Charter: 

Page 3, Paragraph 1, Sentence 3, “Nine member agencies voted their support for the revisions (EPA, 

USCG, FEMA, DOC/NOAA, DOD, DOT, DHHS, USDA/USFS, and the State of Alaska).”  As is 

noted in the attached May 29, 2014, email correspondence, Mr. Everett did not identify which ARRT 

“member agencies voted their support for the revisions” at the ARRT meeting.  Therefore, the 

summary needs to be corrected to eliminate the list of agencies who “voted their support for the 

revisions” and to make it clear that there was no vote on the charter during the May 21, 2014, ARRT 

meeting.   

 

List of Other Attendees: 

In accordance with Article V, Section IV (Records) of the ARRT Charter, the meeting summary 

should note which ARRT members did not attend in addition to “other attendees.”  The meeting 

summary needs to be revised to include this information. 

  

While I appreciate that Mr. Knowles requested that ARRT members provide comments to him within 7 

calendar days (i.e., by the close of business on June 19, 2014), Article V, Section 4 of the ARRT charter 

provides ARRT members 30 days to provide comments to the ARRT Coordinators.  The specific 

provision reads:  “Within 30 days of receipt of the initial meeting summary, ARRT members shall review 

and may provide comments to the ARRT Coordinators.” Therefore I am requesting that these comments 

be part of the meeting record.   
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft summary.  Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions. 

 

      Sincerely, 

        
      Pamela Bergmann 

      Regional Environmental Officer – Alaska  

      DOI ARRT Representative 

cc:   Mr. Nick Knowles, EPA  

 Mr. Cecil McNutt, USCG 

 ARRT Members 
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Knowles, Nicholas

From: Mark.Everett@uscg.mil on behalf of Everett, Mark CIV <Mark.Everett@uscg.mil>
Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2014 2:26 PM
To: Knowles, Nicholas
Subject: FW: ARRT Meeting Summary: Department of the Interior Comments
Attachments: removed.txt; Draft Mtg Summary.docx; May 2014_ARRT_Meeting_Summary-DOI 

comments.pdf

Nick ‐ For the sake of accuracy of the record, please append this email to the 21 May ARRT 
Meeting minutes as well. 
 
 
***** 
With reference to Ms. Bergmann's 25 June 2014 comments to the Draft ARRT Meeting Summary: 
 
Science and Technology Committee (STC) Report by Ms. Marcia Combes:  Ms. Bergmann’s point is 
moot.  The new charter (Article VII) ‐‐ which had already been approved at the time of Ms. 
Combes’ briefing ‐‐ does not *require* workgroups to be chartered; they *may* be 
chartered.  Nor does the new charter require such optional workgroup charters to be voted on 
by the ARRT. 
 
Closing Comments by Mr. Everett – ARRT Charter:  1) As a matter of following proper 
procedure, Ms. Bergmann’s assertion obfuscates requirements:  The previous version of the 
charter (27 Jan 2010) at Article IX does not require a vote *during an ARRT meeting* only 
that changes “will be approved by at least eight ARRT members.”  2) As a matter of ensuring 
correctness of the record, Ms. Bergmann’s comments are correct, but misguided:  ARRT Meeting 
Summaries are not verbatim transcripts.  They are, in fact, summaries.  While I did not 
specifically verbalize which agencies voted for the charter revision, I did provide that 
information to the meeting recorder during a meeting break for inclusion in the record and 
only summarized the result of the approval process during my closing comments.  [Errata: in 
the third paragraph of the 29 May 2014 email from me that Ms. Bergmann appended to her 
comments, I mistakenly typed “Article X” instead of “Article IX.”] 
 
Finally, I concur with Ms. Bergmann on the point of allowing ARRT members 30 days from 
initial receipt to provide comments on ARRT Meeting Summaries (as per Article V, Section 4 of 
the new charter). 
***** 
 
Thanks for all your efforts, 
Mark  
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: pamela_bergmann@ios.doi.gov [mailto:pamela_bergmann@ios.doi.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2014 3:29 PM 
To: Knowles, Nicholas 
Cc: christian.o.anderson2.mil@mail.mil; ryan.angeles@gsa.gov; christy.bohl@bsee.gov; 
patricia.bower@alaska.gov; samcarlson@fs.fed.us; diane.clark@rl.doe.gov; 
grace_cochon@ios.doi.gov; cohunka@state.gov; Combes, Marcia; Everett, Mark CIV; Field, Chris; 
flynn.melvin@dol.gov; gary.folley@alaska.gov; Forgit, Robert; peter.frost@usdoj.gov; 
doug.helton@noaa.gov; doug.hildebrand@rl.doe.gov; ketcham.scott@dol.gov; McNutt Jr., Cecil D 
CIV; mearkler@state.gov; srodenbeck@cdc.gov; kristin.ryan@alaska.gov; cindy.sacks@faa.gov; 
jsarcone@cdc.gov; justin.smith@usdoj.gov; gsonnenberg@fs.fed.us; Stocklin, Paul M CDR; 
brian.swanson@gsa.gov; Terada, Calvin; john.whitney@noaa.gov; Wilder, Thomas; 



2

william.zagrocki@us.af.mil; Zlomek, Marc A LCDR (State.gov email); Kelly McFarlin; 
lmajors@alaskacleanseas.org; Mitchell, Matthew J LT; Hawkins, Benjamin J CDR; Lehto, Jason A 
CDR; steven.russell@alaska.gov; Travers, Daniel J CAPT 
Subject: Re: ARRT Meeting Summary: Department of the Interior Comments 
 
Nick‐‐ 
 
Please note the attached Department of the Interior comments on the draft summary of the May 
21, 2014, ARRT meeting.  Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Pamela 
‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ Pamela Bergmann Regional 
Environmental Officer ‐ Alaska U.S. Department of the Interior 
1689 C Street, Room 119 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501‐52126 
907‐271‐5011 (work phone) 
907‐227‐3783 (work cell) 
pamela_bergmann@ios.doi.gov 
 
 
On Thu, Jun 12, 2014 at 1:52 PM, Knowles, Nicholas <knowles.nicholas@epa.gov> wrote: 
 
 
      ARRT Members and Meeting Participants, 
 
      Attached, for your review, is the draft summary the Fairbanks meeting held on May 21, 
2014.   Please submit any comments or addenda to me no later than close of business on 
Thursday, June 19th, and I’ll plan to post them to the web on the following day.  
 
      Thanks, 
 
      NK 
 
       
 
      Nicholas Knowles 
 
      Alaska Area Planner and ARRT Coordinator 
 
      USEPA, Region 10 
 
      (907) 271‐3914 
 
      cid:image002.jpg@01CF112B.2C546CB0 
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